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WHAT IS THE START STRONG 
BENCHMARK ASSESSMENT?

Start Strong Fall 2021 was intended to:

1. Produce information that would be used as a standards-based complement to the resources used by 
educators in their classrooms to evaluate the needs of students.

2. Meet federal flexibility for the 2020-2021 school year associated with the administration of general English 
language arts (ELA), and mathematics/science assessment, including public reporting of school-level 
results disaggregated by subgroup.

Start Strong Fall 2021 was not intended to:

1. Replace local standards-based benchmark assessments districts may already have in place.

2. Replace the spring 2022 New Jersey Student Learning Assessments (NJSLA) statewide summative 
assessments. 

Start Strong is a one-time flexibility granted by the United States Department of Education (USDOE). All 
eligible students are expected to participate in the spring 2022 NJSLA statewide assessments. 



TESTED AREAS AND STUDENT 
PARTICIPATION

School Test Name  Number of  tested students

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL Grade 04 ELA 117

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL Grade 04 Mathematics 119

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL Grade 05 ELA 121

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL Grade 05 Mathematics 121

HASBROUCK HEIGHTS MIDDLE SCHOOL Algebra I 63

HASBROUCK HEIGHTS MIDDLE SCHOOL Grade 06 ELA 134

HASBROUCK HEIGHTS MIDDLE SCHOOL Grade 06 Mathematics 134

HASBROUCK HEIGHTS MIDDLE SCHOOL Grade 06 Science 134

HASBROUCK HEIGHTS MIDDLE SCHOOL Grade 07 ELA 132

HASBROUCK HEIGHTS MIDDLE SCHOOL Grade 07 Mathematics 133

HASBROUCK HEIGHTS MIDDLE SCHOOL Grade 08 ELA 147

HASBROUCK HEIGHTS MIDDLE SCHOOL Grade 08 Mathematics 87

HASBROUCK HEIGHTS HIGH SCHOOL Algebra I 79

HASBROUCK HEIGHTS HIGH SCHOOL Algebra II 129

HASBROUCK HEIGHTS HIGH SCHOOL Geometry 145

HASBROUCK HEIGHTS HIGH SCHOOL Grade 09 ELA 120

HASBROUCK HEIGHTS HIGH SCHOOL Grade 09 Science 119

HASBROUCK HEIGHTS HIGH SCHOOL Grade 10 ELA 138
HASBROUCK HEIGHTS HIGH SCHOOL Grade 12 Science 134



AGGREGATE DISTRICT DATA (GRADES 
4-12)



GRADE LEVEL DATA- ELA

LESS SUPPORT 
NEEDED

SOME SUPPORT 
NEEDED

STRONG SUPPORT 
NEEDED

ELA04 36% 27% 37%

ELA05 60% 25% 16%

ELA06 49% 25% 26%

ELA07 59% 22% 19%

ELA08 56% 19% 24%

ELA09 59% 15% 26%

ELA10 54% 22% 23%
Due to rounding, some percentages may total slightly above or below 100%.



GRADE LEVEL DATA-MATHEMATICS
LESS SUPPORT 

NEEDED
SOME SUPPORT 

NEEDED
STRONG SUPPORT 

NEEDED

MAT04 38% 31% 31%

MAT05 30% 22% 48%

MAT06 22% 36% 42%

MAT07 32% 38% 31%

MAT08 15% 43% 42%

ALG 1 30% 34% 37%

ALG 2 45% 31% 24%

GEO 30% 24% 46%
Due to rounding, some percentages may total slightly above or below 100%.



GRADE LEVEL DATA-SCIENCE

LESS SUPPORT 
NEEDED

SOME SUPPORT 
NEEDED

STRONG SUPPORT 
NEEDED

SCI06 21% 37% 42%

SCI09 19% 37% 44%

SCI12 23% 28% 50%

Due to rounding, some percentages may total slightly above or below 100%.



SUBGROUP ANALYSIS- GENDER



SUBGROUP ANALYSIS- ETHNICITY



SUBGROUP ANALYSIS- STUDENTS WITH 
DISABILITIES



SUBGROUP ANALYSIS- ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE LEARNERS



SUBGROUP ANALYSIS - ECONOMICALLY 
DISADVANTAGED



STANDARDS ANALYSIS TO DRIVE 
INSTRUCTION 



STANDARDS ANALYSIS TO DRIVE 
INSTRUCTION 



WHAT IS THIS DATA TELLING US?

Mathematics and Science were hit the hardest. Why?

1. Math practices were not able to be taught

2. Hands-on activities and the use of manipulatives were unable to be used

3. Instruction became more computation-based, rather than mathematical process-based



WHAT IS THIS DATA TELLING US?

Science

1. Science practices were not able to be taught - No hands-on activities, labs, etc. 

2. NJSLS Science standards are inquiry-based standards

3. COVID created a situation for less inquiry-based learning and for more direct instruction

4. When students were assessed, the assessment design was inquiry-based, hence creating 
a disconnect in student performance 



SUPPORT FOR SUCCESS

Elementary School
1. District-Wide Focus on skill-based interventions through Intervention and Referral 

Services (I&RS)
2. IXL Math
3. Reader’s & Writer’s Workshop Professional Development (TCRWP)
4. Increase hands-on activities in science
5. Professional development opportunities

Conquer Math (Grades 3-5)

6. Triangulation of data (Start Strong, LinkIt, IXL)



SUPPORT FOR SUCCESS

Middle School
1. District-Wide Focus on skill-based interventions through Intervention and Referral Services 

(I&RS)
2. IXL Math/Science (Increase hands-on activities)
3. ELA push-in/pull-out for targeted instruction 
4. Professional development opportunities 

● Schoolwide (ELA Reading & Writing)
● Conquer Math (Grade 6 & Algebra 1)

5. Triangulation of data (Start Strong, LinkIt, & IXL)



SUPPORT FOR SUCCESS

High School

1. District-Wide Focus on skill-based interventions through Intervention and Referral Services 
(I&RS)

2. Double math classes in grades 9 and 10

3. ELA push-in/pull-out for targeted instruction 

4. SAT prep pull-out course during the school day (From PE class)

5. IXL Math



SUPPORT FOR SUCCESS

6. Increase hands-on activities in the sciences

7. Professional development (Conquer math for Algebra 1 teachers)

8. Writing destination (Grades 9-12; MP1 writing project, to focus on writing skills across grade 
levels               

9. Triangulation of data (Start Strong, LinkIt, & IXL)

 


